Homeschool Information

Can I homeschool in the UK? 

The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient full-time education suitable to his age, ability, and aptitude, and to any special educational needs he may have, either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.  Parents have a right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children. For more information, a useful Web Site is http://www.educate.co.uk.

Parental Responsibilities 
As parents are responsible for ensuring their children are properly educated, it is their decision whether to use schools or provide education at home and they do not have to seek permission nor justify their decision. 

Parents do not need;

· any qualifications

· especially equipped premises

· to provide a work-plan-or timetable

· to ensure that work is dated

· to cover the 'National Curriculum'

· to provide any specific syllabus.

Parents are under no legal obligation to inform the Local Education Authority of the their intention to home educate if a child; 

· is not registered at a state school,

· is under-five years old,

· is attending a private school,

· is between schools, i.e. has completed primary but not registered at secondary school, 

· is home-educated and the family move areas, leaves school as the family move to a different area. 

For more information, contact the Local Education Authority at 01284-352123.
Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 1995 

If a child is registered at a state school and parents wish to educate at home, they must write to the head or proprietor of the school stating that the child is being withdrawn. When the head receives such a letter de-registration is automatic with no discretion allowed.

Can I homeschool and have my child attend DoDDS classes?

If you find there are some classes in which your child would benefit from classroom instruction, you may enroll your child at the school within the appropriate catchment area. Students who are homeschooled can participate in “auxiliary services” however, they must meet DoDDS registration requirements and register at the school within the feeder plan (to participate in classes). Contact the school and scheduling a meeting with the principal or the counselor to discuss your intentions. 
Homeschooled students also have access to school library facilities.

Learn more about the DoD Education Activity Policy Momorandum on Homeschooling
http://www.odedodea.edu/foia/iod/pdf/02OD002.pdf 
Homeschooling Information and Resource Guide

http://www.home-ed-magazine.com/ORD/frm_hrig.html 
Frequently Asked Questions About Homeschooling

http://www.home-ed-magazine.com/wlcm_hsinf.html  

Local Homeschooling Support Groups

The RAF Lakenheath Library maintains a homeschooling resource room with curriculum materials and information of several homeschooling companies.
Learning in a Family Environment (LIFE)

Telephone: 01638-510291
Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/lifehsgroup 

Email: life.group@btinternet.com
Suffolk Area Family Educators (SAFE) at Home

Email: safeathome02@yahoo.com 
Homeschooling resources

http://home.calvertschool.org/hs/curriculum/ 
http://www.gomilpitas.com/homeschooling/ 
http://nebraskahs.unl.edu/ 
http://www.dce.ttu.edu/TTUISD/ 
http://www.heav.org/ 
http://www.k12.com
What does it mean to homeschool? 
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Homeschooling means different things to different people. For some families, homeschooling means duplicating school at home, complete with textbooks, report cards and regularly scheduled field trips. For others, homeschooling is simply the way they live their lives - children and adults living and learning together with a seamlessness that would challenge an observer to determine which was 'home' and which was 'school.' If you think of a kind of homeschooling continuum, with 'school at home' at one end, and 'learning and living completely integrated' on the other - you would find homeschoolers scattered along that line with every possible variation of what homeschooling could mean. 

How do I find out about homeschooling in my area? 
The American Homeschool Association maintains files with information about homeschooling for all 50 states and several foreign countries. The files are available at the AHA website: http://www.home-ed-magazine.com/AHA/HSIF/aha_lws.rgs.html
A complete listing of homeschooling support groups, organizations, listservs, websites and helpful individuals can be found at the Home Education Magazine website: htt://www.home-ed-magazine.com/HSRSC/hsrsc_grps.html 

Local Homeschooling Support Groups

· Learning in a Family Environment (LIFE) 

· Telephone: 07818-240948 

· Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/lifehsgroup 

· Email: LIFEGrp@btopenworld.com 

· Suffolk Area Family Educators (SAFE) at Home 

· Email: safeathome02@yahoo.com 

Homeschooling resources

· http://home.calvertschool.org/hs/curriculum/ 

· http://www.gomilpitas.com/homeschooling/ 

· http://nebraskahs.unl.edu/ 

· http://www.dce.ttu.edu/TTUISD/ 

· http://www.heav.org/
If you're thinking about homeschooling, contacting your state or local homeschooling support group is the best place to start. Often local public libraries can assist in locating them. The support groups usually have copies of the state law, information about getting started, lists of activities and resources and many offer a newsletter as well. They can offer opportunities for getting together with other families, activities for children and adults, advice and help with resource materials and even cooperative classes for children. Some have a purely social focus - others have an academic or religious focus as well. Every support group has a different 'flavor,' - be sure that, if you choose to join one, the one you choose is compatible with your own needs and beliefs. Remember that many families get along just fine without belonging to a support group at all. 

