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Panther pilot one of seven test pilots chosen

Air Force selects Liberty Strike Eagle driver for test pilot training

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – A Liberty Wing pilot is one of seven Air Force fighter pilots selected to attend test pilot school in June.

Capt. Don Sheesley, 48th Operations Support Squadron F-15E flight examiner and instructor pilot, is one of 42 officers named by the Air Force Test Pilot School selection board in December, to attend the 48-week course at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif. 

“When I found out, I looked at my wife and said, ‘I can’t believe it,’” said Sheesley.

With experience in the F-15C Eagle and the F-15E Strike Eagle, Sheesley, a Fresno, Calif., native, believes his diverse aircraft and operational experience helped him secure a seat at the school.

“I’ve had a lot of opportunities to do things operationally, and have experience in both the air-to-air and the air-to-ground missions,” he said. “I think that’s probably what helped me more than anything.”

Sheesley’s application was one of hundreds from pilots across the Air Force to go before the TPS selection board in November. 

“TPS normally attracts the Air Force’s best and brightest who want to pursue careers in flight testing and weapons acquisition,” said Col. George Ka’iliwai III, TPS commandant and board chairman, in a statement released by the Air Force Personnel Center. “This year was no exception.

“The TPS selection board was very pleased with the high quality of its applicants. The selectees have near-perfect flying records, show tremendous leadership potential and have high undergraduate and graduate grade point averages,” said Ka’iliwai.

Along with the excitement of being selected for TPS, Sheesley, who currently flies with the 494th Fighter Squadron, said he recognizes the obligation he incurs as a test pilot to his fellow fliers for their safety and skills as aviators.

“These are my (brothers),” said Sheesley. “I want to make sure they’re getting what they need to do the job they’re supposed to do.” 

With an intense love of flying, Sheesley said he would like to fly as many aircraft available. 

“I always like learning new skills, and each of the different planes I’ve flown has had a different weapon system on it and required a different style of flying,” he said. 

“Just the thrill of flying—the combination of higher learning and the ability to challenge yourself everyday and still have a blast doing it,” said Sheesley. 

“It’s probably the most fun job I could ever imagine having.”
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