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Safety senior NCO earns top honor

By Senior Airman Charlene Carl

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – A Team Liberty senior noncommissioned officer was selected as the Air Force Explosive Safety Outstanding Achievement Award winner Feb. 25.

Master Sgt. Michael Eisenberg, 48th Fighter Wing weapons safety manager, was chosen for the award which recognizes the person who has significantly contributed to explosive safety. 

As the 48th Fighter Wing weapons safety manager, he supervises the largest Explosive Site Plan program in U. S. Air Forces in Europe. 

“He definitely deserves this award,” said Master Sgt. Kenneth Tylock, 48th Fighter Wing weapons safety superintendent.

“He helped prepare the way for major wing inspections including one by MOD. He also turned around and organized the tracking for RAF and U.S. explosives preventing mishaps and identifying shortfalls.”
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One of his major contributions include up-channeling a safety message to U.S. Air Forces Central Command that was adopted Air Force-wide and published in Weapons Journal as a global awareness item for safety staffs concerning the storage of explosives inside security forces Humvees. He identified a shortfall in munitions transportation which decreased safety risks.

He was also handpicked for a safety team during Operation Southern Watch where he lent his expertise overseeing joint and combined explosive operations with the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy and coalition forces. While there, his duties included directing the relocation of the Royal Saudi Air Force munitions storage area. 

He provided recommendations to the host-nation office that allowed the area to be repositioned without violations and removed the area from hazardous exposure to the airfield safety zone eliminating any risk in a timely manner.

Eisenberg also completed an analysis of the 48th Fighter Wing explosive map eliminating inaccuracies. This proved to be a valuable aid for wing members evaluating and devising plans for weapon safety issues. 

The map eliminated excessive clear zone areas sharply lowering standoff distances for non-essential personnel.

His knowledge and professionalism also led to the wing receiving the first “Excellent” rating from a Ministry of Defence chief inspector. Eisenberg produced an extensive pre-inspection checklist that far exceeded United Kingdom and United States explosive safety standards. 
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The chief inspector praised the program as the best seen to date, according to the nomination package.

Another display of Eisenberg’s dedication to safety includes creating a solution to display fire symbols on the flightline during explosive operations. The process was adopted by Third Air Force within 48 hours.
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