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Base battles dumped cars
By Senior Airman Brian M. Kester

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Cars dumped along the roadside are more numerous as the cost to scrap skyrockets, but the number dumped by military members is quite small and officials are working to make that number smaller.

Since there are two large American Air Force bases in the county, several Forest Heath District Council members first thought the installations were the biggest contributors. After a further inspection, the only real tie to the bases was that Americans who had sold their cars were still listed as the owners because the vehicle registration form had never been transferred when the vehicle was abandoned.

“Drivers should always send in the transfer portion of the V-5, the British vehicle registration form, when they sell or give their car away,” said Linda Laws, 48th Fighter Wing community relation’s advisor. “Send in the green portion once the sale goes through so our vehicle department will have a record.” 
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One of the reasons the 48th FW doesn’t have a problem with dumped vehicles on base is because of the vigilance of the 48th Security Forces Squadron and the local constabulary working together.

“Any vehicle parked in one area for more than seven days (except the long-term parking lot or a dorm parking lot for dorm residents) without the owner planning on selling it is ticketed as an abandoned vehicle and will be towed to the impound lot at the owner’s expense,” said Staff Sgt. Chris Clapper, 48th SFS, citing Lakenheath Instruction 31-204, Paragraph 4.3. “When a car is impounded, whether on base or not, the owner will be tracked down, even if that means contacting them at their next assignment.” 

 “In 1997, the council ticketed 194 abandoned cars, and that number jumped to 438 in 2001. So far this year, more than 600 cars have been ticketed,” said Keith Hayes, Forest Heath District Council’s senior environmental services officer. “People used to get £30 per ton for their cars, but now it’s as low as only £6 or £7, and there is an additional charge for removing tires, so it’s cheaper to just dump it.”

But dumping isn’t the cheaper solution. If the owner of a dumped vehicle is identified, they are fined £115 for the vehicle pickup, £12 per day for storage and an additional £115 for release to the owner to dispose of properly.

However, if someone dumps their vehicle and the council can’t find the rightful owner, the council pays the bill to scrap the abandoned car.
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 “Right now, our contractor charges the council £42 per car to scrap a vehicle, but it actually costs a lot more than that when you consider the man-hours involved,” Hayes said. “Our council estimates that each car actually costs the council £168, and that figure will go up to £219 in June. That’s money that could be spent elsewhere improving the area.”

In the community, people who notice an abandoned should call the police and council.

“If someone finds a car they think has been abandoned, they should report it to the police and their county council,” Hayes said. “It’s important to give a good description of the vehicle, the registration plate and where the car is located so the police can identify it easily.”

To alert Forest Heath’s council to a potential abandoned car, call Simon Cooke at (01638) 719208. 
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