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Liberty Wing pays tribute to fallen pilots

By 1st Lt. Chris Watt

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk –Friends and family of two Liberty Warriors who died in dual F-15C Eagle accidents March 2001, dedicated a memorial plaque at Wings of Liberty Park and renamed two aircraft shelters Tuesday. 

The memorial ceremony occurred one year to the day after Lt. Col. Kenneth “Buster” Hyvonen and Capt. Kirk “Jammer” Jones, both from the 493rd Fighter Squadron, were killed when  their aircraft crashed on Ben Macdui in the Highlands of Scotland March 26, 2001.  

A plaque dedicated in the pilots’ honor was placed along with wreaths at the memorial wall followed by a bugler playing taps.  

“I believe that Buster and Jammer would’ve wanted us to move on,” said Lt. Col. Danny Lee, 493rd FS, in a speech given at the memorial. “They would’ve wanted us to remember that our nation will remain the land of the free as long as it remains the home of the brave.”
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Later, protective aircraft shelter 2 and 6 were renamed for the pilots in a separate ceremony at PAS 2.  The Eagles Hyvonen and Jones flew were launched from PAS 2 and 6 the day of the accident.

Although it has been a year, the cause of the accident is still under investigation. The U.S. Air Force’s Accident Investigation Board’s report is not complete, because the case was referred to the Royal Air Force’s Independent Prosecution Authority for review.  Because of that review, the RAF is bringing court-martial proceedings against an air traffic controller. 

Until those proceedings are complete, documentation required for the completion of the AIB report cannot be released to the Board.  Upon the conclusion of the court martial proceedings, the USAF expects to be able to complete the AIB report.  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

-Digital photos available upon request 

-For additional information on the status of the British actions, contact the Ministry of Defence Press Desk.

