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Community teen night serves up fun

By Senior Airman Charlene Carl

48th Fighter Wing public affairs
ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Friday and Saturday nights now equal fun and a lot more for Liberty Wing teen-agers since the start of the new teen night at the base community center April 5.

The event is sponsored by the base youth center in an effort to provide teen-agers with a safe place to have fun and socialize with their peers.

“The teens asked for this program in our visits to the high school, teen focus groups and the Keystone Club,” said Karl Pfoor, base youth center programs director. 

“We are trying to give them more choices on their weekends.”

Activities include foosball, pool, television, video games, and occasionally free pizza and drinks. In an effort to ensure the event is for the teen-agers, music is also provided by a teen deejay and only children aged 13 through 18 may attend.

So far, as many as 200 teen-agers attended the event per night, according to Pfoor.

“The event has gone well,” said Mike Burgess, community center recreation aid. “Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. There aren’t a lot of facilities for teen-agers on base and
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 sometimes they don’t want to hang out at the youth center because it is for ‘youth’”

Although the teens are older, they are chaperoned by youth center staff while attending the event. Parents are also encouraged to stop by.

“The first night many parents came by to check on their kids and see the event,” said Burgess.

Currently, a second television and DVD player is scheduled to be added, however, with more participation the program is expected to expand.
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