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Celebrate the world – it’s in your hands
By Jean Dennett

48th Civil Engineer Squadron

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Monday was Earth Day. To celebrate the day, many organized events throughout the week are planned to provide members of the RAF Lakenheath community opportunities to volunteer and learn how to keep the planet green.

The tradition of celebrating Earth Day in America began 32 years ago when more that 20

million Americans gathered together for a spectacular environmental demonstration. Since then, enormous strides have been made in cleaning up the environment and preventing additional pollution; this year the process continues.

President George W. Bush recently announced the Clear Skies Initiative that enacts legislation to significantly reduce air pollution across the United States, improve health, and reduce haze and smog in cities and national parks.

Earth Week is a time to focus on what we do throughout the year to protect and improve the environment. It gives us the opportunity to renew our commitment as stewards of the 

environment. At RAF Lakenheath, Team Liberty members may participate and support various 
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scheduled Earth Week events.

The week of events begins Saturday with face painting at the RAF Lakenheath Base Exchange. Volunteers will paint children’s faces and give out environmental coloring books and pencils.

Monday and Tuesday, the local United Kingdom Environment Agency provides a trailer here from which volunteers will provide educational environmental information and promotional items. The trailer moves to RAF Mildenhall on Thursday and Friday.

Third grade classes from Lakenheath Elementary School visit the pond at Peacekeeper

Park, throughout the week, with volunteer supervisors to catch and identify small life forms in the water. Fourth graders will take part in a poster coloring competition and fifth graders will design their own poster.

Additionally, an eighth grade class from Lakenheath Middle School grew oak trees from

acorns and will plant them on RAF Feltwell.

All the Department of Defense Dependents School students at RAF Lakenheath and RAF

Feltwell have the opportunity to take part in the aluminum can recycling competition. A trophy will be awarded to the class that collects the most weight in cans. Volunteers will also visit the schools to talk about the base recycling program and explain to the children what happens to the things they recycle.

There are also activities for adults. Base Cleanup Day for RAF Lakenheath and RAF Feltwell is Wednesday; all units should take this time to clean up the areas around their facilities.
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On-base residents should use the day to spruce up their streets. There are a number of 

recycling drop-off points on both bases for all recyclable materials.

As part of the week -- and always -- people are encouraged to buy recycled products whenever possible. Most office products now have environment-friendly alternatives.

Find out more about scheduled Earth Day activities throughout the United States and the Clear Skies Initiative on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Earth Day Web site at

www.epa.gov/earthday. Interactive Web sites with activities for children may be accessed through the EPA Web site, or at www.epa.gov/recyclecity/ and

the NASA site at www.cotf.edu/ete.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Photo available on request

