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Public affairs chief, program ‘best in USAF’

By Master Sergeant Will Ackerman

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs office earned two “Best in Air Force” awards for 2001 for community relations and field grade officer.

PA’s office chief, Maj. Stacee Bako, took honors for field grade officer for her leadership. 

She led a nine-member team to get the  Liberty Wing message out to internal and external audiences through community relations, media relations and internal information programs through mediums including the commander’s access channel, Jet 48, digital marquees, straight talk hotline, Intranet, Internet, base-wide e-mail and the key spouses’ network.

During 2001, Bako navigated her staff through crises including the loss of two F-15Cs and two pilots when they crashed in the Scottish highlands in March, and increased public interest in U.S. forces here after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in America. 

But her PA talents also extended to Third Air Force when she was tasked to fill in for its PA  officer after Sept. 11 to keep the Third AF commander aware of media and internal activities
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in addition to her duties at RAF Lakenheath.

Bako also led her team’s efforts to provide worldwide media and internal coverage of 48th FW missions by deploying with the 48th Medical Group for Medflag 01 to Nampula, Mozambique. An avid proponent of telling the AF story, she sent a PA staff member to nearly every wing unit deployment including F-15 C/E action in Operation Enduring Freedom in Turkey, and training exercises in Belgium, Tunisia, Norway and Florida.

Although the award recognizes her leadership, Bako said that no one receives awards like this alone. 

“It’s about the team you work with and how well they do the job,” Bako said. “This award reflects directly on the people in my office – without them, it never would have happened.”


Bako’s vision also led her staff in establishing the Air Force’s best community relations program for 2001. 

The program’s goal is to maintain strong relationships between the Liberty Wing and host-nation government officials and public. Team Liberty’s British community support occurred through meticulously planned outreach programs that included a base-community advisory council, public speaker’s bureau, base tour program and 48th FW members’ involvement in off-base events.

More than 2,000 visitors saw the wing’s mission firsthand in 2001 through briefings by aircrew and maintainers who fly and fix the F-15s here. Another 5,000 British people learned
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about the mission here through displays and briefings conducted in the local communities by

base members. 

Sharing the Liberty Wing mission helps the public and community leaders understand what occurs here. 

“It demystifies what we do behind the ‘wall’ here,” said Linda Laws, 48th FW community relations advisor.  

Additionally, base leadership and the RAF station commander kept local leaders and government officials informed about base activities that might impact the surrounding communities through the British American Committee and by attending district and county council meetings. 

 “By meeting regularly, we’ve been able to maintain that rapport,” said Squadron Leader Mike Turner, RAF station commander. 

Besides building host-nation support, the program fostered Liberty Wing airmen support and involvement in the local communities. 

“I wish more people would let us know what they are doing in the community so we can get them the credit they deserve,” Bako said. “We have a lot of people, both active duty and family members, who volunteer a lot of time in the community.  It’s because of them we won the last Ambassador’s Award, and this year’s best community relations program in the Air Force.”

The community relation’s investment paid dividends following the Sept. 11 attacks and after the wing lost the two F-15Cs and pilots. Following both events, condolence cards, e-mails
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and telephone calls poured in from across the United Kingdom. 

“It’s a testament to the strong U.S.-U.K. bond that we have built,” Bako said.   
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