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Base teen receives USAFE scholarship award

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Kim Reeves was in London for the day when her mom called her with the news April 19. The teenager screamed into the phone with excitement. The 17-year old had been named U.S. Air Forces in Europe Youth of the Year for 2001-2002. 

The honor is the result of hard work completed above and beyond the “normal” activities for the Lakenheath High School senior. Kim spent the last year with her studies, preparing college applications, leading the National Honor Society as president, supporting her Girl Scout Troop, serving as the president of the Lakenheath Teen Council and baby-sitting in her extra time. She also established a high school Bible study group.

In addition to an already busy school year, Kim has been an active competitor in the “Youth of the Year program,” a Services-sponsored event that annually recognizes the outstanding achievements and accomplishments of youth program members aged 14-18 who have demonstrated service to their youth center and community, achieved academic excellence and made contributions to their family. 

The criteria are evaluated through eight different written essays requesting a youth’s
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viewpoint on a particular subject. These viewpoints must be supported by independent written

 endorsement.

In addition to the essays and endorsements, contestants met a base-level board. If selected, they competed at the U.S. Air Forces in Europe level. This included a telephone interview. 

“USAFE told us what we already knew: Kim is a great kid who has worked really hard for this,” said Kim’s father, Master Sgt. Thomas Reeves, 48th Equipment Maintenance Squadron. 

“We’re very proud of her,” said Beverly Reeves, Kim’s mother. 

Kim will receive a $3,000 scholarship and compete against other European Boys and Girls Club youth for the European region Youth of the Year title. If selected, she will then compete with other stateside nominees in the Northeast regional competition.

After her five-year stint in the United Kingdom, Kim is preparing to start school at Asbury College, Kentucky, while the rest of her family prepares for their permanent change of station move to Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany. Kim is currently considering careers in teaching and media communications.

“I’m really happy about this (award), and the scholarship money will help pay for school,” said Kim. “It was a lot of work, but a lot of fun at the same time.”

In addition to the USAFE Youth of the Year award, base-level winners have also been named. Along with Reeves, they will represent their respective installations at the Air Force

 Youth of the Year ceremony June 26 in Washington D.C.
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(Courtesy of USAFE News Service)

EDITOR’S NOTE: Photo available on request
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