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Wing takes action in MARE

By Tech. Sgt. Dean J. Miller

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Response forces swarmed the 48th Supply Squadron, Building 1035, April 18 during a Mass Accident Response Exercise. The MARE is designed to prepare base agencies to respond to a plausible crisis. This MARE scenario focused on a small package explosion that contained a mysterious blue powder. 

Following a 911 call from supply, security forces and firefighters secured a perimeter around the facility and took charge of the scene until the on-scene commander, Col. Don Palandech, 48th Support Group commander, arrived. Concurrently, an ambulance, people from Explosive Ordnance Disposal, the Air Force Office of Special Investigations, Ministry of Defence Police, Squadron Leader Mike Turner, RAF Lakenheath Station commander, and others arrived on-scene. 

Outside the building, firefighters prepared a decontamination area and donned hazardous material suits. EOD technicians in similar suits cleared the area of explosives as firefighters removed the “victims” from the building. 
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As this was underway, the disaster control group – made up of representatives from key agencies throughout the base – assembled. The representatives provide functional expertise to the on-scene commander to help resolve a crisis. 

With the victims out of the facility, they were processed through an expedient decontamination station under the careful monitoring of bio-environmental technicians. M-8 chemical detection paper and a chemical agent monitor detected no chemicals at that time.

The patients were then taken to the 48th Medical Group where the patient decontamination trailer manned by 18 medics and emergency room staff decontaminated the patients further before bringing them into the hospital. 

Exercise injects from the 48th Fighter Wing Readiness Office evaluators provided realistic training for the responding teams. Injects are key pieces of information that could only be discovered if the exercise was a real-world event. 

“The MARE was designed to prepare Team Lakenheath to respond to possible disasters,” said Tech. Sgt. Bradley Lane, wing readiness. “The MARE is an Air Force requirement designed to exercise the appropriate base agencies and the chain of command.”
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