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Liberty Wing uses local inspections as learning tool

By Master Sgt. Will Ackerman

48th Fighter Wing public affairs 

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48th Fighter Wing Readiness office and Assessment Team conducted a combined Local Surety Inspection and Strike Evaluation here April 22 to 26. 

The surety inspection looked at wing members’ certifications to perform the F-15 E Strike Eagle mission and ensured equipment required to accomplish the mission was maintained at a high state of readiness. 

Strike evaluations determine that the 48th FW can put “bombs on target” if tasked by the 19-member NATO alliance. 

The LSI focused on whether people performing the surety mission were trained and the certification was documented, and members’ security clearances were current. Much of the pre-strike mission occurs on the flightline through aircraft maintenance, munitions handling and loading, and security forces protecting the wing’s assets. 

Evaluators also focused on the wing’s command and control mission, aircraft generation,
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mission planning and tested emergency responses by fire, security forces and medical personnel

 to exercise injects. 

The surety and strike missions are one of the most important the wing performs for U.S. Air Forces in Europe, the Air Force and NATO, according to Maj. Jay Voss, 48th FW Readiness director of exercises. To ensure the wing’s members can satisfactorily perform the surety and strike missions, Team Liberty members must follow applicable Air Force instructions to the letter. 

“During inspections, the effort to reach satisfactory is monumental. In fact, a failure in any one area can lead to an unsatisfactory rating,” Voss said. 

Without disclosing the overall ratings, which must be validated by wing leadership, Voss said the Liberty Wing proved again it is ready to perform its strike mission.
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