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Moving with Fido or Fifi

By Tech. Sgt. J.C. Woodring

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Moving a family half way around the world is one thing, but moving with a pet adds more complications to an already stressful situation. Fortunately, there are ways to help make a pet’s travel and transition easier. 

David Newton, one of the base pet advisers, offers pet care advice at the monthly Pet Scoop classes held the third Wednesday of each month in the family support center.

During the class, Newton covers transportation requirements and assists families to properly prepare for shipping their pets to their next duty station.

“There’s always a risk when shipping your pet, but if you prepare it properly your risk is decreased,” said Newton during a recent Pet Scoop class. “In fact, we’ve had no major incidents since I started giving these briefings seven years ago.”

A major incident is when a veterinarian must be called. The worst thing Newton has seen is a soiled kennel.

People have basically three options when it comes to shipping their pet, according to
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Newton. 

While Air Mobility Command flights are the cheapest way to go, they only have eight spaces for pets on each flight. They also cannot book spaces for flights after Baltimore.

There may not be a lot of added monetary cost of asking an independent travel consultant to help make the arrangements, but there is a lot of extra effort required.

The easiest way, but also the most expensive, is to hire an independent travel consultant to make all of the arrangements. Some consultants will even arrange a boarding kennel to care for the pet until after the people are settled into their new home.

Regardless of the option chosen, there are some things that all pet owners must be aware of before shipping a pet.

For pets to fly on any AMC flight, they must weigh less than 150 pounds including their kennel. And the cost of shipping a pet varies according to its weight. It can cost as little as $90 or as much as $270 for each.

When looking at shipping kennels, it’s important to make sure that the kennel is approved for international travel, according to Newton. 

“Just because the kennels are ‘airline approved’ doesn’t mean that they are internationally compliant,” he said. 

Internationally compliant kennels must have air holes in the top and back. However, if it doesn’t, some of them can be converted without cost, according to Newton. 

They must also include the pictorial “live animal” sticker, but “don’t worry if you don’t
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have these because the airlines will provide them,” said Newton.

The kennels also must meet size requirements. To figure out the size kennel needed, you must know the height of the animal while sitting to the top of the skull, the length of the front leg to the elbow and the distance between the nose and butt while standing. With these dimensions, one of the pet advisers can ensure you have the correct size.

Kennels require the food and water dish that clips onto the door and should only have a thin blanket or newspaper inside them.

To prepare the pets for their journey, Newton recommends increasing the pet’s water intake and switching them to a low-protein diet.

“Keeping the animals hydrated is the most important thing to do to ensure the pets have a safe trip,” said Newton.

Also, when feeding the animals, give them one-third of their food in the morning and the other two-thirds in the evening

All of the pets require current vaccinations at the time of travel.

A rabies vaccination is not required to travel to the United States, and some states don’t recognize the U.K. version, according to Newton.

 Health certificates must accompany the pets, and they must have been issued within 10 days of departure. Any veterinarian can issue the certificates.
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