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Reapers shatter sortie record

By 1st Lt. Chris Watt

48th Fighter Wing public affairs
ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 493rd Fighter Squadron flew into the record books May 2 by completing 100 sorties in 12.5 hours — more than any F-15 squadron has flown here in a single day.   

Grim Reaper pilots and maintainers averaged one Eagle launch every seven minutes and 30 seconds with 12 jets. 

The fighter squadron flew the sorties to meet the set training sortie numbers required every fiscal year by U.S. Air Forces in Europe. A sortie is a single training or combat flight.

“I must give credit where credit is due,” said Lt. Col. Chip Shepherd, 493rd FS director of operations. “The reason we flew 100 was due to 493rd FS maintenance. Their efforts not only proved the lethal combat capability of this squadron by accomplishing so many sorties, but it also displayed the heart, skill and dedication they have toward our mission — to fly and fight.”

“A great deal of that credit also goes to the support agencies like airfield management, the maintenance back-shops, fire department and especially POL (48th Supply Squadron Fuels Management Flight),” said Maj. Reggie Godbolt, 493rd FS maintenance officer. “POL drivers
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were out there on the line needed them. We never had to wait for a truck.” 

The new record comes 21 days after the 493rd FS flew 96 sorties in one day, breaking the previous record of 93 sorties, set in June 2000.

“The only thing that prevented us from breaking 100 that day was that we ran out of pilots!” said Shepherd. 

 “Flying 100 sorties takes a tremendous amount of preparation; the entire wing can take pride in the part each person played in setting this record.” said Chief Master Sgt. Kenneth Monk, 493rd FS maintenance superintendent.
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