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Memorial Service at American Military Cemetery 

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk –Third Air Force, the U.S. Embassy in London and RAF Lakenheath holds the 58th annual Cambridge-American Military Cemetery Memorial Service May 27 at 11 a.m. in Cambridge.

The event honors the memory of American World War II dead who helped achieve victory in Europe against the Axis powers. Base officials expect more than 1,000 people to attend the event which features remarks by Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, James G. P. Crowden, and Maj. Gen. Kenneth W. Hess, Third Air Force commander, RAF Mildenhall.

A symbolic wreath laying will be conducted by more than 118 associations in memory of those dead or missing from the war, followed by recognition of fallen members of RAF Lakenheath’s Liberty Wing.   

- more -

Additionally, the U.S. Air Forces in Europe concert band will perform music for the occasion, the RAF Lakenheath Honor Guard will fire a 21-gun salute, and the 493rd Fighter Squadron will perform a “missing man” formation fly-by to salute the fallen.

The Cambridge American Military Cemetery is one of 13 American World War II military cemetery memorials erected on foreign soil by the American Battle Monuments Commission and the only American military cemetery in the United Kingdom. It was established as a temporary military cemetery in 1943 on land donated by the University of Cambridge. The site was later selected as the only permanent American World War II military cemetery in the British Isles and was dedicated July 16, 1956. A large number of the 3,812 American servicemen and women interred there were aircrew of British-based American aircraft. 

Most of the others were killed in the invasions of North Africa and France, in the training areas of the United Kingdom and in the waters of the Atlantic.
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MEDIA ADVISORY: Members of the press interested in covering the event should contact a media representative at 01638-524800 and ask for the Public Affairs on call representative.
