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Wing welcomes troops from AEF 2

By Tech. Sgt. J.C. Woodring

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk - The last of the RAF Lakenheath airmen deployed on Air Expeditionary Force 2 returned home Sunday at the RAF Mildenhall passenger terminal. The 494th Fighter Squadron deployed in March to Incirlik Air Base, Turkey. While there, they flew missions in support of Operation Northern Watch. 

“It’s good to be home,” said Lt. Col. Kent Laughbaum, 494th FS commander, after he arrived here June 7.

Scores of family members, some holding American flags, talked about their upcoming reunion while waiting anxiously for the airmen to return.

“(My daughters, Rachel and Jennifer) and I decorated the outiside of the house,” said Kelly Simmons, wife of Lt. Col. John Simmons, 494th FS.

Young and old alike eagerly waited to see their families for the first time in months.

“When (my husband) left, Lara was only 9 months old with two teeth,” said Karen Woods, wife of Tech. Sgt. Douglas Woods, 494th FS. “Now, she’s 13 months old and almost walking. He was so surprised. He barely recognized her, but she remembered him alright.”

Like many of the reunited families, the Woods’ have some plans for his post-deployment downtime, but nothing drastic.

“This weekend, we’re going to take our daughter to the Banham Zoo,” said Karen. “Because he’s been so far away for so long, we aren’t planning any long-distance trips. We’re happy just staying around here and spending time together.”
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