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Liberty Warriors deploy

Challenges remain for 2nd lead wing rotation

By Tech. Sgt. J.C. Woodring

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – While the faces may have changed, the commitment to the mission has remained the same.

The 48th Fighter Wing began to deploy its main body of people to Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, Saturday, as part of its lead wing responsibility for Air Expeditionary Force 4.

Unlike in March 2001 when about 900 troops deployed to Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia, this rotation is broken into pieces. The largest contingent from RAF Lakenheath is a package of about 350 troops supporting the 492nd Fighter Squadron.

“I think the troops are ready and highly motivated,” said Lt. Col. Jay Silveria, 492nd FS commander. “I am new to the squadron, but I am impressed with the professionalism. The mission and the weather will be a challenge, but I think the squadron is prepared for both.”

Hundreds of other RAF Lakenheath troops are deploying as well, but their locations will vary.

“Our support staff is going to the four corners. If you can think of a place, we’re sending
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someone there,” said Capt. Troy Koepnick, 48th FW plans and programs officer.

Because the assignment orders are still flowing through the system, the total impact to the RAF Lakenheath community is yet undetermined.

“The goals [for the deployment] are simple: produce airpower as a team, and bring everyone home,” said Silveria.
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Editor’s Note: Photos available on request


