[image: image1.wmf][image: image1.wmf]
NEWS RELEASE
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Unit 5210, Box 215

APO AE 09464-0215

(01638) 525638; Fax (01638) 525637

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE










Sept. 18, 2002










Release 091802

RAF Lakenheath to undergo major Combat Wing Transformation

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48th Fighter Wing will transform its current wing organizational structure to a new Combat Wing Organization structure in a ceremony here, Sept. 24. 

This transformation was directed by the Chief of Staff of the Air Force as a result of the chief’s logistics review to create a consistent structure across the entire Air Force, which has been in development since 1999. 

Each Air Force wing will be organized into four groups: operations, maintenance, mission support, and medical readiness. This new Standard Wing Organization will allow Air Force commanders to focus on their specific areas of expertise. Consequently, the operations group commander will be better able to focus on the operational levels of war; the maintenance commander to focus on maintaining equipment; and the mission support group commander to focus on support and sustainment of the force, however, the medical group commander will continue to focus on ensuring airmen are medically fit and ready. The end result will be more effective combat capability. 
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As a result of the transformation, the ceremony will include two assumptions of commands for newly formed squadrons, and several groups and squadrons will be re-designated. 

Media interested in covering this event should call the 48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs office at (01638) 522151 by noon Monday.
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