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RAF Lakenheath youth reaps Extreme Summer grand prize


ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – An RAF Lakenheath youth won a grand prize in the U.S. Air Forces in Europe Extreme Summer 2002 program.

For Joe Fall, son of Senior Airman Eric Homminga, 48th Communications Squadron, and wife Kirstie, going to the youth center is a normal part of his daily routine. However, his routine was pushed to the extreme when he was notified Sept. 10 that he won an all-expense paid trip to Walt Disney Resort in Orlando, Florida.

According to Homminga, Joe was playing with a friend when they were notified, and in disbelief and excitement he jumped and shouted, “Dad, I won! Dad, I won!”

“Then, his friend tackled him, and they started jumping up and down the room in total excitement,” he said.

The prize package includes round-trip airfare for four people to Orlando; hotel rooms for five days and six nights at Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge, and a four-day hopper pass and admission to Disney Quest.

The competition was divided into three categories: teens, ranks airman basic to staff 

- more -

sergeant, and technical sergeant and above. Grand-prize winners were selected from the top 15 percent of participants in the program who collected the most points in each of the competition categories. 

This year, RAF Lakenheath had more families registered for the program than any other base in USAFE, according to Matt Driver, RAF Lakenheath Youth Center director.

“We encouraged all the children and their families to participate and helped them to register. We are definitely pleased and excited that one of the grand-prize winners is from Lakenheath,” said Driver.

The program goal is to get youths and their families more actively involved in youth programs. It gives Joe and the others a goal to work toward during the summer, said Driver.

“I think it is great services (squadrons) are giving away gifts and prizes. It is a good incentive to encourage more families to participate in the program,” said Homminga. 

While winning the grand prize is an added bonus, Homminga said, the real bonus for the family is having Joe enrolled at the youth program.

“This is the third year Joe has been in the center; they offer a really good program. The instructors are really awesome; they provide a lot of one-on-one attention to the children. They go on a lot of trips. Joe goes on most of them. Whenever he comes home he tells us the places he liked, and then we will go there as a family, and that is the best deal of all,” Homminga explained. 

Joe and his family head off to Orlando, in October, and although he has free passes to roam the park, Joe said he is mostly looking forward to visiting the Magic Kingdom and the water parks.
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