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Petite skater performs with flair

Story and photos by Master Sgt. Will Ackerman

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – There’s a saying that big things come in small packages. At 7 years old, and very petite, Delaney Fisher eloquently displays this when she straps on a pair of roller skates and takes to floor. 

“Delaney has what it takes to be a world-class skater,” said Melanie Guadalupe, who should know; she’s a former British National champion in artistic roller skating who competed at the world level, and trained at the U.S. Olympic training camp. 

“When she’s skating, people will stop what they are doing and watch her,” Guadalupe said. 

And it all started in 1998 at the ripe age of 4 when Delaney’s mother, Andrea, strapped the budding skating competitor into a pair of Fisher-Price 1-2-3 practice skates at the RAF Lakenheath Skating Rink in the sports and fitness center. 

“She made the most terrible noise, clanking around the skating rink,” said Andrea. “I 
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didn’t want people there to hear that.” 

So her parents, Andrea, and dad, Scott, a technical sergeant in the 48th Medical Group Readiness Office, bought Delaney a pair of regular roller skates, even though the smallest size they could find was a boy’s 12 when she wore a 10. 

Then she surprised her parents by “racing around people” on the roller skating floor.

“I couldn’t believe she could skate around like that,” Andrea said. “She had no prior experience.” 


Within three to four months, Delaney started competing in games at the Lakenheath rink and did fun skating until the rink closed for renovations for one year. Her parents then took her to the Littleport Leisure Center, where Delaney continued skating. In August 2000, Delaney started formal lessons with her coach, Brian Paddington, who coaches the Ely Roller Skating Club.

Two months later, Delaney entered her first competition, in a newcomers’ open-age group, where she as a 6 year old was competing against “mostly teens,” Andrea said. She placed eighth out of 11th place. 

After more than two years competing at various competitions, Delaney racked up 12 medals and two award cups. In May, she won the silver medal in figure skating at the British National Championships in Alferton. 

Although most children her age compete in only one of three skating categories – figures, dance or freestyle – Delaney’s taken them all on, and performed well, winning fourth in the combined competition of all three at the Nationals in her age group.  

“She has the total package: presentation and performance,” said Guadalupe. “She has a 
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flare and a desire to win.” 

But Delaney also has a great support system in her parents. Although they want her to succeed, and enjoy her talents, Delaney’s dad said, “We only want her to get out of it what she wants. The minute Delaney says she does not like (competing) anymore, we won’t push.” 

Although Delaney said her goal is to “do my program good,” her 7-year-old nervousness peeps through. “I get worried when I skate really fast,” and during competition she “imagines that the (audience) is not there.” 

At her age, Delaney says it doesn’t matter to her if she wins medals, but Guadalupe said to keep an eye out for this petite skater in years to come.

“I’m sure you’ll see her winning nationals one day,” Guadalupe said.
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