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Release 092402

RAF Lakenheath transforms into new combat wing structure

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48th Fighter Wing transformed to a new Combat Wing organizational structure in a ceremony here, today. 

This transformation was directed by the Chief of Staff of the Air Force as a result of the chief’s logistics review to create a consistent structure across the entire Air Force, which has been in development since 1999.   After careful deliberations, the Air Force reached a decision on a new wing organizational structure that will standardize operations across the Air Force and enhance expeditionary capabilities.

“This transformation allows us to focus and build expertise on our core competencies,” said Brig Gen John T Brennan, 48th Fighter Wing commander. The new operations group will allow our pilots to build expertise in flying and training while the maintainers will build expertise in maintaining the health of our aging fleets.  Our mission support group will build expertise in home station sustainment and deployment to contingency situations while our medical group, which will go unchanged, will keep their focus on maintaining a fit and ready force.” 

This transformation has organized the wing structure into four groups: operations, maintenance, mission support, and medical readiness and will allow commanders to focus on their specific areas of expertise. This new structure will not be dependent of the mission of the wing, whether it is a combat, mobility, space or training wing.  The end result will be a more effective combat capability for the Air Force. 
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