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Release 092602-2

494th takes top AFA award

By Staff Sgt. Tiffany Jeltema

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The Air Force Association awarded the 494th Fighter Squadron one of their highest awards, the Citation of Honor, at their National Convention Sept. 16 to 18 in Washington D.C.

According to the AFA, the Citation of Honor recognizes the outstanding contribution to aerospace power and national defense. 

On behalf of the squadron, Lt. Col. Kent Laughbaum, 494th FS commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Kenneth Monk, acting 494th FS maintenance NCOIC during this period, traveled to the United States to receive the award.

“I am so incredibly proud of the Panthers,” said Laughbaum. “The 494th is the one and only fighter squadron across the entire U.S. Air Force to be recognized with the AFA Citation of Honor. During the last couple of years, the Panthers have achieved absolutely Herculean feats, particularly in combat over Iraq. Receiving this is sweet recognition for the blood and sweat the squadron has sacrificed on behalf of the United States of America.”

Gen. Gregory Martin, U.S. Air Forces in Europe commander, also expressed his pride in the 494th FS. 

“The Panthers have demonstrated their excellence in Operation Enduring Freedom,” said Martin. “The squadron’s success has been made possible because your warriors are focused on the mission.” 

The squadron completed numerous missions over Iraq in support of Operation Southern Watch that contributed to aerospace power, according to Laughbaum. Some of their accomplishments include: 

· Destroyed 27 Iraqi targets, including surface to air missile systems, anti-aircraft 

artillery systems, command and control bunkers and early warning systems.

· Achieved a 93 percent hit rate of weapons dropped against camouflaged and

concealed Iraqi military targets. According to Central Command, the 494th FS achieved the highest weapons hit rate in OSW history.

· Braved thousands of rounds of anti-aircraft artillery with no aircraft losses.

· Achieved a 99.5 percent mission effectiveness rate for combat missions to Iraq

and surpassed every other maintenance measure of merit.

The achievements of the 494th FS are ongoing despite the challenge of constant exercises and deployments. 

“In August, we deployed to the States to employ some of the most sophisticated weapons in the American military arsenal, preparing the Panthers for a war that might be just over the horizon,” said Laughbaum. “We are certainly looking forward to going on the road again in contribution to our nation’s defense through airpower. The Panther’s are ready – ‘Let’s roll.’”
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