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Base surpasses flying hours, gets day-off

By 1st Lt. Chris Watt

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Liberty Warriors get to take the day off Monday, due to the successful completion Tuesday of the flying hours tasked to the 48th Fighter Wing during fiscal year 2002. 

The three flying squadrons met the annual requirement set by the U.S. Air Forces in Europe by flying more than 22,000 hours. 

In appreciation, Brig. Gen. John Brennan, 48th Fighter Wing commander, designated the last day of the fiscal year as a family day for the wing. 

“I’m very proud of the great things this wing has accomplished this year,” said Brennan. “We’re capping off a great year with a wing sports day (today) and a family day on Monday.”
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The actual flying program is divided into two separate flying hour requirements: aircraft utilization rate and average sortie duration. The average sorties flown per aircraft measures the utilization and management of the aircraft to maximize the allotted flying hours and also allow each aircrew to fly the minimum of 96 sorties a year, which is required to maintain proficiency.

The requirement for average sortie duration, measured in flight hours, must be met to ensure the wing has enough flight hours scheduled for the upcoming year and it has the funds to meet those flight needs. If the duration hours aren’t met, USAFE officials could cut the allotted flying hours for the base.

According to Col. William Delgrego, 48th Operations Group commander, one of the biggest factors in working to meet this year’s requirements was Operation Enduring Freedom. 

“OEF changed the plan of how we would fly the hours,” he said.  

At the beginning of the fiscal year, the plan on how to accomplish the hours included local training flights, training missions flown at exercises such as Red Flag, and supporting Operation Northern Watch during two Air and Space Expeditionary Force rotations, said Delgrego. But after Sept. 11, the wing flying hours were also met while supporting OEF.
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“Because of Sept. 11, the (flying hour) plan changed immensely. Yet the 48th Fighter 

Wing came together, was flexible and executed the change in grand style,” he said. “We are proud to have been the first to be called upon to fight in the war on terrorism and to be the first Strike Eagles and Eagles in Afghanistan. The flying hour program represents combat air and space power. The 48th proved that in what we did in 2002.” 
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