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48th Fighter Wing sergeants make history

By Tech. Sgt. Dean J. Miller

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Two sergeants assigned to the Liberty Wing staff are making history – literally, every duty day. In fact, the two NCOs assigned to the 48th Fighter Wing History Office secured the top annual Air Force award in their career field for the second consecutive year – a considerable feat considering the field includes less than 110 people.

Tech. Sgt. Gregory Henneman and Staff Sgt. Nancy Webb, Liberty Wing historians, earned the Excellence in History Program Award for overall team accomplishments in 2001. Webb also earned the Excellence in Historical Publication Award for her in-depth report on the wing’s role in the 1999 air war over Serbia; it was written in 2001.
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High operations tempo was daily routine for the NCOs as they supported the wing expeditionary season this summer. Webb spent the summer in Qatar documenting the official history of the 379th Air Expeditionary Wing and the Liberty medics supporting Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Henneman prepared the wing for the Sept. 24 transformation, which took the Liberty Wing from an objective wing organization to a combat wing structure. He also continued efforts on the current edition of the six-month wing history his office prepares. When printed, a six-month history – with supporting documentation – stands about 3-feet tall.

“Our mission is to document what the wing is doing today,” said Henneman. “We write about deployments, exercises, budget issues, new construction – anything that impacts the wing. These histories, once signed by the wing commander, are the only official record of wing activities.”

The historians are a vital wing staff agency. They participate in wing staff meetings, meet with unit commanders, agency chiefs and airmen throughout the wing. They ask questions, view unit documents, record significant information and conduct research facts of a historical nature.
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Formation of the new 48th Logistics Readiness Squadron created a recent research opportunity for Henneman. Air Force instructions prevent the lineage of two squadrons from being merged, so a study was conducted to see which unit had the more significant history. 

Because both units activated on exactly the same date and had similar histories, it came down to unit awards and citations. As a result of Henneman’s research, the 48th Transportation Squadron inactivated and the 48th LRS carries the history of the 48th Supply Squadron. 

“People think of this office as a location to learn about airplanes from 1942,” said Henneman. “It’s fun to research that for people, but that’s not what we’re here to do.”

During the 1999 air war over Serbia, Webb was deployed from a previous assignment to Aviano Air Base, Italy – an operating location for Liberty Wing forces in the war. While there, she recorded the official history of Operation Noble Anvil before her assignment to the Liberty Wing. 

On her own initiative, Webb completed a half-inch thick report complete with photos, maps, charts, grid coordinates and an 11-page executive summary on Liberty Wing participation in the air war over Serbia. 
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The history is a collection of known facts and highlights new ones that resulted from extensive research. 

The Liberty Wing’s use of the GBU-28 bomb over Serbia was the Air Force’s first use of the weapon by an F-15E in combat – one of many historical facts that may have never been identified without Webb’s research.

“Everything we do now affects the future,” said Webb. “If we don’t keep track of what we do right now, which is my job, we can’t figure out what went wrong or how to fix it in the future.”
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