[image: image1.wmf][image: image1.wmf]
NEWS RELEASE
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Unit 5210, Box 215

APO AE 09464-0215

(01638) 525638; Fax (01638) 525637

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Oct. 4, 2002









Release 100402 -2

Can you fix it? Yes you can!

Story and photos by 1st Lt. Chris Watt

48th Fighter Wing public affairs 

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk  –  So your car is making a funny noise and your local mechanic told you that your glutinator valve is bad, your blinker fluid needs changing and your muffler bearings need replacing? You’re probably better off driving to the Auto Skills Development Center and asking for advice. Not only could they tell you that those parts don’t exist, they could also tell you why your car is making that noise, and offer advise on how to fix it yourself. You’ll save money on labor, and pick-up a few mechanical skills in the process. 
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With more than 100 combined years of practical and professional automobile mechanic experience among them, the staff at the ASDC has seen, changed, switched, replaced, repaired and rebuilt just about everything on wheels. With that experience and a fully equipped garage, they can advise you on how to repair, enhance or arrange to do minor maintenance repairs for you. Additionally, if the job is too big or stretches beyond minor repairs, they are can refer you to a trustworthy mechanic in the local area. 

However, for $3 an hour, the cost of renting one of eight bays, or $3.50 an hour for one of five with a lift, you get the full use of ASDC. They provide sockets and wrenches, hazardous material disposal, tire changing and mounting machines and many other manual and power tools to help with do-it-yourself repairs, in an environment that is safe and educational. There is also an auto parts store, welding bay, auto body preparation bay, lawn mower repair and a library of hardcopy and electronic repair manuals for most makes of foreign and domestic vehicles. However, the real bonus is that the advice is free.

“There’s no charge for the tools and no charge for the expertise,” said Bob Porter, 48th Services Squadron ASDC team leader. “Our guys are willing to advise as long as you’re willing to listen.
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“Our primary service is to be a do-it-yourself auto repair for the military community in this area,” said Porter. “We can help you but we can also teach you and your dependents how to be more self-sufficient.” 

One airman, for example, was tired of the runaround she was receiving from local mechanics so she decided to go to the ASDC and they taught her how to change the oil in her car herself. Next they taught her how to do a brake job, said Porter. 

“Ten months later she was swapping an engine,” he said. “Learning to fix your own car is a great confidence builder. We have a lot of success stories with teaching people.”

“Part of the reason I come here is because I don’t know always know what I’m doing,” said Senior Airman Matthew Lignelli, 493rd Fighter Squadron. “I know enough to hack my way through it, but I don’t know enough.”

“I come here first and try to fix (my car) myself before I spend the money on a mechanic,” said Tech. Sgt. Ernest Robins, 727th Air Mobility Squadron, RAF Mildenhall. “There’s a lot of knowledge in these hobby shops. If you come here and you get into a jam, they can help you out. It’s a great way to learn.” 

“This job is a feel-good job,” said Porter. “At the end of the day you’ve made some people happy, taught them a new skill and saved them money.”
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Along with providing instruction and advice on auto repairs, the ASDC staff offers minor maintenance services. Services such as oil changes, light conversions, tune-ups, brake jobs, exhaust system repair, Ministry of Transport vehicle inspections, tow service, jump starts, and tire changing, rotating, balancing, mounting and repair can all be done by qualified ASDC mechanics for a fee. The ASDC also offers special deals on instruction and services such as brake checks, oil changes and tune-ups, for dependents whose spouses are deployed.

Another feature the ASDC offers is the “All Nighter.” Once a month the shop stays open from 9 a.m. Saturday to 9 p.m. Sunday. Tools, bays and staff are available to all night and day for those long-haul repairs. 

“I’ve come here for the All Nighter a couple of times,” said Master Sgt. David Geisen, 100th Maintenance Squadron, and RAF Mildenhall. “If I’d paid someone to do everything I’ve done to my car it would have cost me $10,000. It did it myself here and I just paid for the parts.”  

Whether working on your racecar, your family car, your commuting car or turning your family car into a racecar to commute in, the ASDC has the tools, training and advice for auto mechanics of all experience levels.
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