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ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk –  “Alarm Red, MOPP 4! Alarm Red, MOPP 4!” Quickly you dive for cover, grab your gas mask from the carrier, pull the straps over your head and try to seal it. But the mask won’t seal because the rubber has deteriorated around the seals. 

This time it was a local exercise where the threats were simulated. But what if it was 1991 and you were deployed to Saudi Arabia when the Iraqi military launched a SCUD toward your base? If you were lucky, it would miss. But if the weapon contained a chemical agent like Sarin or VX, the result could be death. 

Consequently, 48th Civil Engineer Squadron Readiness Flight instructors encourage students to familiarize themselves with their Ground Crew Ensemble now during the Nuclear, Biological and Chemical training and survive-to-operate exercises. 





- more -

NBC TRAINING 2/2/2

“The most difficult part of our jobs is when we’re in the classroom; it is very hard to convince people (the threat) is real,” said Capt. Nakia Addison, 48th CES readiness chief. “I believe we are training for the real thing. I’d rather train you now than later.” 

Many airmen today were not in the Air Force during the Gulf War more than 11 years ago when troops stationed in Southwest Asia responded to Mission-Oriented Protective Postures after Iraq launched SCUDs toward U.S. forward-operating bases. So Addison’s instructors stress to airmen “if you don’t put the gear on (now), and are not familiar with it, fear will sneak up on you (when the threat is real).” 

The GCE provides maximum protection for the individual against NBC agents and protects against chemical vapors and liquid agents. The GCE consists of over garments (pants and jacket), footwear covers, chemical protective butyl rubber gloves with cotton inserts and protective mask with overhood.  

One question airmen who’ve never faced a real-world NBC threat ask readiness instructors is, “Does it work?” Readiness troops know it does; they go through technical training with actual Sarin, VX and tear gas while wearing the GCE. 

Readiness apprentice instructor Airman Misty Collinson tells her students she “realized how well the mask worked” after going through the Chemical Defense Training Facility in March at Fort Leonardwood, Mo., during readiness apprentice training.  There, students enter a facility wearing the full GCE, then, instructors expose them to VX and Sarin. 
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Students are also exposed to tear gas while wearing the protective mask with filter. Then students each remove their masks to see how a sealed mask really works. Collinson said when she removed her mask, it “was scary. I had runny eyes and a snotty nose.” 

Collinson and her fellow readiness instructors use these personal experiences to show airmen that if they don’t inspect, care and wear the GCE properly now, they might not be prepared during wartime. 

In addition to wearing the GCE correctly, Addison said learning to respond to various MOPP levels quickly now could save one’s life if a real-world threat existed. 

“We plan on troops being able to get from MOPP 0 to 2 in six minutes. That’s not a lot of time when you are not familiar with the gear,” Addison said. People wear the mask carrier and field gear (helmet, web belt, canteen) in MOPP 0 and add the over garment and footwear covers in MOPP 2. 

Retired Master Sgt. Reginald Stuckey, a former NCO who was stationed at Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia, during the Gulf War, said the training paid off. 

“When the first alarm sounded I thought, ‘Thank God I know how to do this.’ All you were thinking at that time was ‘I have to get (the mask) on this fast. You knew you had a limited time to get the mask on to protect yourself,” said Stuckey, who was a fuels laboratory technician in 1991, and now teaches 48th Fighter Wing members the Theater Battle Management System. 
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“The (readiness training) prepared me to know how to wear the (GCE), change filters, inspect for cracks and to recognize chemical agents,” Stuckey said. “It made me appreciate the … training the readiness guys had done.” 

So, as the wing prepares to enter a Local Tactical Evaluation Tuesday to Oct. 18, Addison recommends, “Don’t consider our preparation a precursor for an exercise or an inspection, but consider it the precursor for a real deployment to an NBC high-threat area.

“Get into the ATSO guide (Air Force Handbook 32-4014, Vol. 4) and ask each other questions. Knowing your ATSO guide and having buddies … correcting deficiencies … is vital to your survival.” 

Stuckey agreed. “It really doesn’t dawn on you how important (the training) is until the (real) crisis occurs.”
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