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Release 101202-2

Stealth Fighters Deploy To RAF Lakenheath For Exercise 

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Four F-117A Nighthawk aircraft from Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., and nearly 60 people will deploy Monday to support an exercise in the European theater.

The exercise, known as Operation Coronet Nighthawk, allows the U.S.-based Stealth Fighter aircrews an opportunity to familiarize themselves with Air Force operations in the European theater and allows U.S. Air Forces in Europe personnel to practice supporting the F-117.  Operations, maintenance and security crews stationed in Europe will receive training opportunities to integrate with a unique aircraft they normally don’t see.  

The deployment also gives F-117 aircrews the chance to receive instrument training in the area and practice international flight rules.  

“Everything we do, day in and day out, is designed to hone our edge to razor sharpness for our world-wide commitment,” stated Col. Mike Neill, Vice Commander for the 49th Fighter Wing.  “We do this through our training out of Holloman, and we do this with exercises like this one.  We have to be ready to meet our world-wide commitment when called upon to do so by the commander-in-chief or the secretary of defense.”

For media availability please contact the 48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office at 01638 522151. Public affairs can be contacted outside of normal duty hours through the 48th Fighter Wing Command Post at 01638 524800.


Monday’s event is only to cover the aircraft arrival. Aircrew interviews will not be until Tuesday, and the time will be announced Monday afternoon. To ensure accreditation, all news media representatives must have two forms of identification, one being a picture ID. Media must also possess some form of proof they are employed with the respective news media outlet. 
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