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Release 102202

RAF stealth pilot receives USAF flying medals

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Accredited members of the media are invited Wednesday to attend an awards presentation to an RAF pilot and conduct interviews with visiting F-117A Nighthawk pilots and other airmen visiting from Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.  

The U.S. Air Force Air Medal and the U.S. Air Force Distinguished Flying Cross will be presented to RAF Wing Commander Alistair Monkman for his actions as an F-117A Nighthawk pilot flying combat missions during Operation Allied Force in the air war over Serbia in 1999.  Monkman flew the stealth aircraft as an exchange pilot during the war and recently completed an assignment at the United Kingdom Ministry of Defence in the Directorate of Targeting and Information Operations. He assumes command of 617 SqN in July 2003. The RAF Lossiemouth, Scotland-based squadron flies Tornado GR4 aircraft.

The airmen from America’s only stealth fighter base are visiting RAF Lakenheath as part of Operation Coronet Nighthawk, an exercise that allows stealth pilots, maintainers and security forces an opportunity to familiarize themselves with operations in the European theater. 

The exercise allows U.S. Air Forces in Europe airmen to practice supporting the F-117A and gives Nighthawk pilots a chance to receive instrument training in the area and practice international flight rules. 

 The F-117A is the world’s first operational aircraft designed to exploit low-observable stealth technology.


          

Members of the press who will want to attend this event must be at RAF Lakenheath Gate 1 (on the A1065) no later than 3:45 p.m. Wednesday.  Additionally, those planning to attend must notify the 48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs office at (01638) 522151 no later than 9 a.m. Wednesday.
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