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RAF stealth pilot awarded USAF flying medals

By Staff Sgt. Aaron Cram

49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – A Royal Air Force pilot received two U.S. Air Force medals Wednesday in a ceremony at RAF Lakenheath, England.

Wing Commander Alistair Monkman, who is currently attending training before assuming command of 617th Squadron at RAF Lossiemouth, Scotland, in July 2003, received the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal for his actions as an F-117A Nighthawk pilot during Operation Allied Force in 1999.  Monkman flew a stealth fighter as an exchange pilot with the 9th Fighter Squadron at Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., for three years.

“I’m honored, deeply privileged and feel very proud,” Monkman said before the ceremony. “It was a privilege to serve with the Americans and go to combat with them. To find out they were decorating me was a dream come true.”

Monkman’s commander during Allied Force, Col. Mace Carpenter, presented the awards. Carpenter currently serves as the 32nd Air Operations Group commander at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

“We’re recognizing him for heroism in combat and placing himself in the line of fire while accomplishing a mission critical to NATO,” Carpenter said. “We’re not just recognizing a tremendous pilot and a true hero, but we are firming our friendship and the cooperation of our two great nations. Time and time again we’ve pulled together in international crisis and in peacetime -- always together working toward a common goal.”

During the mission on April 26, 1999, for which he was awarded the DFC, Monkman was the mission commander of a large multi-ship aircraft strike package.  In the face of anti-aircraft artillery fire to their target in Belgrade, in the Former Republic of Yugoslavia, he evaluated that the weather in the target area would likely preclude weapons release. Monkman then flew a more dangerous route, acquired his target through a break in the clouds, dropped his bombs and guided them to the target. He then evaluated enemy air defenses and safely returned to Spangdahlem AB, Germany.  Post-strike battle damage assessment discovered he destroyed the target.

Monkman earned the Air Medal for his April 6, 1999, mission where he became the first pilot ever to fly a combat mission from Spangdahlem.  He assumed command of the early portion of the 14-aircraft strike package while the mission commander was delayed on the ground. Then, deep in enemy territory, he delivered one precision-guided bomb and destroyed a large aircraft maintenance and repair hangar. 
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