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MEDIA ADVISORY

RAF Lakenheath to receive two new Strike Eagles

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48th Fighter Wing here receives the first two of 10 new F-15E Strike Eagles Friday bought under contract from the Boeing Co. They are the first new F-15s the wing’s received since 1996.

The E-model is the latest F-15 produced by Boeing at St. Louis, Mo. It is the world’s leading dual-role fighter, performing air-to-ground and air-to-air missions. 

The F-15E has two Pratt and Whitney F100-P&W-229 engines, each generating 29,000 pounds of thrust. The aircraft can reach speeds that exceed twice the speed of sound. 

The U.S. Air Force operates five F-15 models: the E, and it’s A, B, C, and D predecessors. 

RAF Lakenheath is home to the 48th Fighter Wing and its three fighter squadrons – the 492nd, 493rd, and 494th.  There are 72 primary aircraft assigned here – 48 F-15Es and 24 F-15C Eagles – the only F-15s in the U.S. Air Forces in Europe. 

Media representatives who wish to attend should call the 48th Fighter Wing public affairs office by 4 p.m. today at (01638) 522151.
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