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Saving lives just over the Horizons

By Tech. Sgt. Dean J. Miller

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Behind the massive doors of a World War II RAF Lancaster bomber hangar, the excitement of airmen preparing for life and death missions can still be heard.  Today, they are the voices of Liberty medics who follow detailed preflight checklists in support of missions they may never witness.

At the far end of RAF Feltwell’s inactive taxiway, the 48th Medical Support Squadron’s War Reserve Materiel Section ensures the constant readiness, reliability and timely combat deployment of $12.5 million in expeditionary medical supplies and equipment.

“We make sure that any medical supplies or support needed for the (48th Fighter) Wing, U.S. Air Forces in Europe and any other (Department of Defense) missions we are tasked to support are ready to go,” said Master Sgt. Theresa Black, 48th Medical Support Squadron logistics NCO in charge. “We build, inventory and deploy everything from backpack medical kits to an entire field hospital.”


  


- more -


The five-person WRM section is responsible for 43 different projects ranging from personal aircrew medical kits to medical deployment backpacks with 400 to 600 items each. Each must be inventoried and restocked annually and within 30 days medics of returning from a deployment. Half of the projects are specifically assigned to 48th Medical Group deployment missions. For this reason, the WRM airmen conduct medical readiness training for the entire 48th MDG, as they did during the October local tactical evaluation.

The section also maintains a 350-bed aeromedical staging facility, capable of expanding RAF Lakenheath’s ability to receive critical evacuees. The WRM team tested a similar capability following the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in the United States when they expanded the base hospital capability. 

“In four days, we transformed the 48th MDG into the largest bedded medical group in the Air Force and the largest U.S. military medical facility in Europe,” said Black. “We went from the normal 40 beds in the base hospital to 272 beds.”

The WRM section is also responsible for the Expeditionary Medical Support kit – the foundation of expeditionary medical care. Loaded with 1,080 items, the five-pallet EMEDS forms the modern field hospital, replacing the cumbersome air transportable hospital of the past at forward operating locations.  

The basic EMEDS kit forms a complete, stocked, four-cot capability that can support a deployed population of 500 to 2,000. Each EMEDS includes $350,000 in supplies and $460,000 in equipment. With add-on components, the system expands to a 25-bed capability able to support a population of 3,000 to 5,000. 





- more -

Earlier this year, an urgent Pentagon tasking sent this capability packing to an undisclosed location in just 12-hours. In January, Capt. Michelle Pufall, USAFE Expeditionary Medical Operations Requirements Branch chief, received a weekend phone call from the Pentagon Air Force Medical Operations Cell. There was an immediate requirement for a EMEDs basic equipment package down range to support Operation Enduring Freedom. Only once before in the last three years had the captain received such an urgent requirement.

“I researched which USAFE unit had the highest readiness rate on an EMEDS basic. It was (RAF) Lakenheath,” said Pufall. “I called the 48th Medical Group and asked if they could have the asset ready in three days. They actually could have had it ready much quicker than that.”

To date, Liberty logistics medics in WRM provided the only EMEDS equipment package requested from USAFE to support OEF. Though the location is undisclosed, nearly a year later it is a source of extreme unit pride that the effort is likely saving lives of American and coalition forces directly engaged in the war on terrorism – a motivator difficult to top. 

“After months of tedious inventories and inspections, the only satisfaction I get from my job is knowing if, God-forbid, the equipment is needed, I know it has been done 100 percent right, it’s complete, and if needed, it will save lives,” said Staff Sgt. Craig Engelson, medical materiel journeyman.

“The Lakenheath WRM section can be assured they have made a difference in the lives of many OEF war fighters,” said Pufall.
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