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Military Children call April their Month

By Senior Airman Lynne Neveu

48th Fighter Wing public affairs

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Military children are distinctive in their experiences, compared to the average American child. Many get to see not only different areas of the United States, but also destinations around the world that many adults only dream of visiting. Military children are immersed in many different cultures, from the deep south of the United States to the moorlands of the United Kingdom. Children learn to adjust quickly to new schools, friends and customs. This month, the Department of Defense highlights the need to protect military children’s adaptability and uniqueness.

April is the Month of the Military Child. Throughout the month, American military bases in the United States and world-wide sponsor and coordinate events specially planned for more than 1 million military dependent children.  Activities include picnics, races, softball games and special school events.

The DoD first celebrated the Month of the Military Child in 1974.
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“What we try to do is let the children who move around the world with their parents know how special and important we think they are,” said Sue Zelenitz, 48th Medical Operations Squadron family advocacy outreach manager.

“The annual event is also held to call attention to the problems of child abuse. National Child Abuse Prevention Month is also held in April,” she said.

The Blue Ribbon Campaign Against Child Abuse is a recent awareness campaign which has been integrated with both campaigns to observe all of the past, present and future efforts of preventing child abuse and neglect in the community. National Child Abuse Prevention Month is a time to spread awareness to friends, co-workers and the community by wearing a blue ribbon.

The history of the blue ribbon campaign was initiated by Bonnie Finney of Portsmouth, Va., in 1989. Finney began a personal battle to combat child abuse after the death of her grandson. She tied a blue ribbon around her van’s antenna in memory of her grandson Michael “Bubba” Dickinson, whose battered body had been found at the bottom of a canal. Her hope is to make an impact.

“Even if we just change one child’s life, it would be worth it,” Finney said. “I don’t want other parents or grandparents to go through what we’re going through.”

That single blue ribbon in memory of her grandson led to other campaigns in the national effort to stop child abuse. By everyone wearing a blue ribbon in April, the wearer sends a message of support of the cause to cease abuse to children around the Air Force and the entire country.

When the value of prevention is recognized, and adequate resources are invested to support prevention activities, child abuse and neglect will hopefully decrease as will the costs involved with the individuals being abused and the society at large, according to Leta Parker, 

- more-
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Dover Air Force Base family advocacy outreach manager.

During April, family advocacy provides reading materials and presentations to schoolchildren at the Lakenheath Elementary, Middle and High School and the child development centers. The presentations inform children about self-esteem and child abuse awareness in a non-threatening way.

“The idea is to raise awareness of child abuse and ways to prevent child abuse,” said Zelenitz. “Every military member is required to report any suspected case of child abuse to authorities.”

In addition to the Month of the Military Child observance, Monday through today is the Week of the Young Child. Week of the Young Child activities focus attention on the importance of the early years for children’s learning. (Leta Parker, Dover Air Force Base, Delaware, family advocacy outreach manager, contributed to this article.).
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Editor’s note: please see attached digital photographs. If you have problems receiving or opening the photos, please contact 48 FW/PA at (01638) 542151. 

Cutline information: Angela Groll and Jasmine McCoy, RAF Lakenheath Elementary School students, take a break during soccer practice March 27. Military schools offer many activities throughout the year to keep children engaged and physically fit. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynne Neveu
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