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RAF Lakenheath F-15s to deploy for NATO training

ROYAL AIR FORCE STATION LAKENHEATH, Suffolk –– Two F-15 squadrons from RAF Lakenheath take off for Spain and Portugal to conduct annual NATO training Friday to Jan. 31.

The 48th Fighter Wing deploys six F-15C Eagles from the 493rd Fighter Squadron, and maintainers from the 48th Maintenance Group to Torrejon Air Base, Spain, to train with Spanish F-18s as part of a U.S. Air Forces in Europe scheduled training.

 While in Spain, the 493rd FS F-15Cs, a single-pilot air-to-air superiority fighter, will fly with Spanish F-18s, both as defenders and aggressors.  The aircrews will train in different scenarios to accomplish air-to-air training against the different airframes.

At the same time, 10 492nd FS F-15E Strike Eagles and a support team, including maintainers from the 48th MXG, deploy to Air Base No. 5, Monte Real, Portugal, to train with Royal Navy Sea Harrier F/A2s from RNAS Yeovilton; NATO E-3A AWACS from Geilenkirchen Air Base, Germany; and F-16As from Squadron 201, from Monte Real.
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The F-15E Strike Eagle, a dual-mission air-to-air and air-to-ground strike fighter, will train with other NATO forces. A pilot and weapons systems operator operate the F-15E. This allows the 492nd FS personnel a chance to practice their mobility procedures, continue upgrade training and gain vital air combat experience.

The goal of the training while in Portugal is for aircrews to conduct dissimilar aircraft interoperability training, and to continue to reinforce strong relationships with other NATO forces. 

Both peacetime deployments provide training for the entire deployment team to maintain combat readiness, and the experience of working away from home in situations unique to each deployment site.   

Media interested in covering this event should call the 48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs office at (01638) 522151 by noon Thursday.
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