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Duty and honor

RAF Lakenheath airman named security forces’ best for 2002

By Tech. Sgt. Claudette Hutchinson

48th Fighter Wing public affairs
ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – A security forces airman from RAF Lakenheath was named the 2002 Outstanding Security Forces Airman of the Year for the Air Force.

Senior Airman Ryan Webb, a 48th Security Forces Squadron security controller, was the liaison for all command and control communication functions between the security forces and all other base agencies.

“I was surprised when I won,” he said, “I knew that I could do it, I just didn’t expect it.”

He joined the Air Force in 1999 and, although he is junior in rank, he was able to perform his roles with distinction usually reserved for higher grades, according to Staff Sgt. Christopher Lewis, his former 48th SFS supervisor.

“He is the most exceptional senior airman I have ever worked with,” said Lewis.
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While deployed to Tuzla Air Base, Bosnia-Herzegovina, in support of Operation Joint Forge, he was first to evacuate and establish safe zones for people during an exploded ordnance incident. Selected to participate in joint service patrols, his knowledge and experience of all heavy weapons was invaluable to the defense of the base. 

In one instance, his heroic performance saved a pregnant woman’s life, who was unconscious, by administering first aide and seeking immediate medical attention.

Webb’s abilities and qualities did not go un-noticed by his supervisors when he was selected for senior airman below the zone.

While his on-duty performance was a major contributing factor for him receiving the award, what he does away from the job was also very significant. 

He volunteers for After School Youth Activity Center, he is an instructor with the Literacy Assistance Program and a volunteer driver for the wing’s Airman Against Drunk Driving program. 

At the same time, he continues to work towards his professional development. He accumulated 47 hours toward his Associates of Applied Science, Police Science degree, successfully completed all his required career development courses and is currently taking college courses so he can compete for the Airman Education Commissioning Program. 

“He has all the qualities required to be an excellent officer,” said Lewis.
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There are a lot of opportunities for airmen to excel here at RAF Lakenheath. His advice to other airmen who wants to excel is to have a positive attitude and to always strive to be and do the best they can, he said. 

Later this month, Webb will be moving to Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont., he said, where he would continue to strive towards his goal of one day becoming an Air Force officer.

“Being here has been a good experience for me. I have been given a lot of opportunities to excel,” he said.
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Editor’s note: please see attached digital photographs. If you have problems receiving or opening the photos, please contact 48 FW/PA at (01638) 542151. 


