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RAF Lakenheath airmen deploy for AEF Blue

By 1st Lt. Ed Ekpoudom

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Carrying the torch of Liberty pride, more than 300 aircrew members, maintenance personnel and combat support troops from the 48th Fighter Wing will deploy on C-5 Galaxy aircraft this week to the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility, as part of the Air and Space Expeditionary Force Blue deployment cycle. 

Recently, the Air Force established two transitional air and space expeditionary forces- Blue and Silver- to put the deployment schedule back on track by March 2004 and to bring home airmen deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom and other worldwide taskings as quickly as possible.  The Blue AEF cycle will be on-call to fulfill mission requirements between July and November 2003.  The Silver cycle will be on-call from November 2003 through March 2004. 
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The Expeditionary Aerospace Force concept is designed to bring deployment predictability to airmen and their families by assigning airmen to one of 10 AEF’s, which are on-call for 90 days every 15 months.  The system is designed to be flexible and respondent to operational demands worldwide.

A majority of deploying troops will support an expeditionary fighter squadron led by the 494th Fighter Squadron. 

“The 494th Fighter Squadron is looking forward to this opportunity to work in a combat environment with members from across Team Liberty and the Air Force,” said Lt. Col. William Miles, 494th FS commander.  “We will form one team down range- the 494th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron- with deployed personnel from approximately six different Team Liberty squadrons.  We have all trained hard and undergone numerous pre-deployment actions and briefings.”

The Liberty Wing’s maintainers will work to ensure the Strike Eagles deploying down rage stay mission-ready.

“Panther Aircraft Maintenance Unit personnel along with in-shop folks from all other squadrons in the Maintenance Group are prepared to produce safe and reliable aircraft down range, just as they do at home,” said Lt. Col. Al Porter, 48th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron commander.  “Their dedication and professionalism will ensure mission accomplishment.”
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The last time the wing deployed as part of AEF 4 was in June 2002, when the wing deployed to Incirlik Air Base, Turkey.

“As Liberty Warriors throughout the wing start to deploy as part of AEF Blue, one thing is certain—we know they will succeed,” said Brig. Gen. John Brennan, 48th Fighter Wing commander.  

The 48th FW is U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s only F-15 fighter wing, which brings unique 

air combat capabilities to the fight, providing all-weather, day or night air superiority and air-to-ground combat precision combat capability and multi-staged improvement program avionics. The wing operates two F-15E Strike Eagle units – the 492nd and the 494th Fighter Squadrons. The wing also has one F-15C Eagle unit, the 493rd FS, which operates the world’s premier air-to-air superiority fighter, capable of eliminating enemy air threats anywhere, anytime.
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