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Liberty Wing welcomes new commander

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – With all the pomp and circumstances associated with an age-old military tradition, Brig. Gen. Mark Matthews assumed command of the 48th Fighter Wing from Brig. Gen. John Brennan in a change of command ceremony in hanger 7, Aug. 1.

Maj. Gen. Michael Wooley, 3rd Air Force commander, presided over the ceremony, which saw Liberty Wing’s four groups assembled in a parade formation to mark the symbolic changing of  the command.

Wooley likened the changing of command here to an American football team trading their star player for another in his comments to the gathering.

Matthews comes to the Liberty Wing from the Pentagon where he was Deputy Director, Operational Plans and Deputy Chief of Staff, Air and Space Operations, Headquarters U.S. Air Force.  

The new commander talked about the importance of the continued alliance and partnership between United States, the United Kingdom, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in his remarks during the ceremony.  

He also praised the men and women 

-more-
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of the Liberty Wing for their dedication to their mission.

“You (the Liberty Wing) are the backbone that stiffens the spine of democracy,” said Matthews.

Brennan, who has led the Liberty Wing since March 2001, will become the new Deputy Director, Reaction Force Air Staff, Allied Command Europe, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Kalkar, Germany.

He praised his 

“It’s been a great experience commanding a wing that has such close relations with its neighbors,” said Brennan.

“Being your commander has been the highlight of my career,” said Brennan during his final address to the Liberty Wing.

The change of command ceremony is military tradition deeply rooted in history and traditions dating back to the times of Federick of Prussia.  In that period

The 48th FW brings unique air combat capabilities to the fight, providing all-weather, 

day or night air superiority and air-to-ground precision combat capability. The wing maintains two F-15E Strike Eagle squadrons – the 492nd and 494th Fighter Squadrons – that employ precision-guided missiles using Low-Altitude Navigation and Targeting Infrared for Night (LANTIRN) system technology. The wing also has one F-15C Eagle squadron, the 493rd FS, which operates the world’s premier air-to-air superiority fighter, capable of eliminating enemy air threats anywhere, anytime. When teamed together, the F-15E and F-15C provide an air combat capability never before seen in the history of airpower
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