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Release 050503-1

Air Force launches massive campaign to thank parents of airmen

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – Secretary of the Air Force James G. Roche and Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper launched a service-wide campaign today to thank the parents of America’s airmen for their support of their children’s service.
The Air Force Parent Pin – or “P” pin – program encourages airmen to register on a secure Air Force Web site, www.yourguardiansoffreedom.com, where they can provide the names and addresses of up to two parents (or parental figures).  Shortly thereafter, the airmen’s parents receive personalized letters from Secretary Roche and General Jumper containing high-quality lapel pins displaying the letter “P” cradled in the Air Force symbol.  All airmen – active, Guard, and Reserve – are strongly encouraged by their chain of command to register on the Web site and have pins sent to up to two recipients.
The pins are a contemporary adaptation of the World War II “E” flags that were used to recognize companies for contributions to the war effort, and they are presented on display cards that explain their lineage.  The letters address recipients and airmen by name.  They are intended to communicate to parents the importance of their children’s service to the ongoing war on terrorism, to express sincere gratitude for parents’ continued support, and to convey a sense of partnership between the Air Force and the parents of America’s airmen.

This massive effort comes on heels of the Air Force’s highly-successful “E” pin program, which represented the first direct-mail outreach effort from the leaders of any of the armed services to employers across America.  Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve Command airmen voluntarily submitted contact information for more than 60,000 employers, each of whom received an “E” pin and a personalized letter from the Secretary of the Air Force and the Air Force Chief of Staff acknowledging them as partners in the war effort.  Air Force leaders have received hundreds of supportive letters and e-mails from employers and airmen because of this program, and today, tens of thousands of employers are wearing Air Force “E” pins as pledges of support for the military service of their airmen.

Both the “P” pin and “E” pin campaigns are elements of the Air Force’s Your Guardians of Freedom program.  As families, employers, and communities across the nation share the burdens of military service, it is critical that commanders at every level reach out to cultivate the relationships that form the foundation of public support for their airmen.
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