[image: image1.wmf][image: image1.wmf]
Media Advisory
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E

48th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Unit 5210, Box 215

APO AE 09461-0215

(01638) 522151; Fax (01638) 525637

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE










May 21, 2003










Release 052003

Military working dog retirement ceremony

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48 Fighter Wing Security Forces Squadron will perform a retirement ceremony for an Air Force military working dog here Friday. 

Harras, a Belgium Malinois, has been working with the U.S. Air Force community in England for the past nine years. He is retiring after 12 years of Air Force service due to old age and arthritis, which is preventing him from carrying out his duties.

“The military working dog team is a highly versatile asset to a security forces unit,” said Staff Sgt. Brian S. Kain, a military working dog handler with the 48 Fighter Wing Security Forces.

The average career of a military working dog is 10 to 13 years, he said. 

Military working dogs can be employed in numerous areas including law enforcement, drug suppression, and explosive detection.

Any media wishing to attend this event need to contact the 48 Fighter Wing Public Affairs office by Thursday at noon at (01638) 522151.
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