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Release 072804-5
ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – RAF Lakenheath was named the best-looking base in U.S. Air Forces in Europe Friday following a 10-day, command-sponsored base appearance competition.  As the winner, the base receives a $100,000 award.

An evaluation team, led by USAFE Plans and Programs Director Brig. Gen. Vern “Rusty” Findley, inspected the base Friday morning and announced their decision later the same day. The competition is part of Combat Proud, one of 14 combat and special interest programs created by USAFE Commander Gen. Robert H. "Doc" Foglesong and is designed to improve base appearance and foster community pride in USAFE. 

The competition involved inspections and evaluations of the seven major installations in the command.  Brig. Gen. Mark T. Matthews, 48th Fighter Wing commander, and Col. Neal B. McElhannon, 48th Mission Support Group commander, along with the other base squadron and group commanders welcomed the evaluation team to the base Thursday night prior to Friday morning's evaluation.  With Lakenheath the last of the seven bases judged, the evaluators looked at general base appearance, building exteriors, base self-help projects, dormitories and base military family housing areas.

While the monetary award was a tremendous coup, Colonel McElhannon noted that Combat Proud was "not about the money; it's about pride in your appearance. When you look good, you feel good; you can do great things. It's all about Team Liberty. It's the way we work, it's the way we fight." 

"Given our limited resources, we leveraged our opportunities to include contractors, Air National Guard members and community volunteers as well as all our wing’s airmen" said Lt. Col. D.J. Junio, 48th Civil Engineer Squadron commander. "It's was an amazing effort by the wing."

-more-

Months of hard work and preparation went into the evaluation, said Capt. Kristen Bakotic, 48th Civil Engineer Squadron and the Combat Proud base appearance wing project officer.

"It was a team effort amongst military, civilians and contractors spread throughout all the wing's organizations," said Captain Bakotic.  "If everyone didn't pull together, we would never have been able to pull this off.  Lakenheath deserved this win."

People throughout the base are talking about how much the base's appearance has improved.

"The base looks 100 percent better than it's looked in years," said Mr. Andy Baker, 48 FW Treaty Compliance Officer, who first arrived here in 1992. 

MEDIA NOTE:  Photos and interviews are available upon request.
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