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LIBERTY WING RELEASES FINDINGS OF YORKSHIRE MISHAP INVESTIGATION

            ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH, Suffolk – The 48th Fighter Wing's investigation concluded aircrew error led to the unintentional release of the inert training munition Jan. 8 in Yorkshire.  

The Liberty Wing handled the situation with a formal investigation, convened to determine causes and contributing factors for the incident and to identify measures to prevent such incidents in future.

The wing placed the aircrew involved in this mishap on non-flying status while the investigation took place.  Subsequent to the determination of aircrew error, the crew was retrained.  They have returned to flying status after satisfactorily demonstrating proficiency in actions required to safely conduct combat training.

This was the first-ever unintentional release of a training munition off-range from a Liberty Wing F-15E Strike Eagle since the aircraft arrived here in 1992.

“The procedures in place Jan. 8th had an extraordinary record of preventing such a mishap,” said Brig. Gen. Mark Matthews, 48th Fighter Wing commander.  “Subsequent to our investigation, we’ve refined those procedures even more to preclude recurrence.

"We hold our relationship with the United Kingdom, and especially our relationship with our nearby neighbors, in high regard. We're dedicated to ensuring the safety of our community while training our aircrews to the high standards necessary to meet the combined security needs of the United States and the United Kingdom."
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